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MEMORANDUM

TO:

Conservation Halton Staff

FROM:
Brenda Van Ryswyk



Natural Heritage Technician

DATE:
August 11, 2009
SUBJECT:
Toxic Weed in the Watershed

There is a noxious and toxic weed in the watershed that all staff should be aware of and take precautions to avoid. It is called Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum). It is from Asia and has been introduced as an ornamental garden plant but has now escaped and is quickly spreading. It is a problem not only because of its ease of spread and invasive nature but it is a public health concern as well. 


The Giant Hogweed produces a clear watery sap.  When this sap touches the skin it sensitizes the skin to sunlight radiation. This results in severe, painful dermatitis, severe burning and blistering much worse than poison ivy. These blisters can remain for days, weeks or even months, and then may develop into purplish scars. Some sources report temporary blindness when contact with the eyes is involved.


Avoid skin contact with any part of this plant, especially the sap! If skin contact occurs with the sap, wash immediately in cool, soapy water, do not expose the area to sun or radiation and see a doctor as soon as possible. If you are working in an area with this plant be sure to wear proper clothing; long sleeves, high shoes, gloves and eye protection.

Identification of Giant Hogweed can initially be made through size. It reaches a height of 8 to 15 feet when in flower (anything taller than 6 feet is likely hogweed). Stems are hollow and stout, from 2 to 4 inches in diameter with dark reddish-purple blotches. It has umbrella-shaped white flower clusters up to 2 and a half feet wide. The leaves are 3 to 5 feet wide and are deeply lobed. The underside of the leaf has hairs that are stiff, dense and stubby (0.25mm). It usually grows in flood plains and moist areas.  Photo confirmation is useful.  See below for photos also see the “hogweed look-alikes” sheet to tell the difference between similar looking species.

We are aware of a number of locations along the Sixteen Mile Creek (from Scotch Block Reservoir and scattered downstream to the lake), one on Bronte and some in the lower portions of Grindstone Creek.  Sixteen Mile Creek is the most heavily infested so anyone working near the floodplains should be aware it might be present. Staff are currently investigating potential control options. 

There are a number of native species that may be confused with Giant Hogweed.   Native species that are 6 feet tall or less are likely not Hogweed would not have the same implications (see the resources listed below). If you suspect you have found Giant Hogweed please report the location and estimated number of individual plants and photo (with scale reference) if possible to Brenda Van Ryswyk at the main office via the Invasive Plant Monitoring map (outside the Ecology department door), through phone 905-336-1158 Ext 282 or email brendav@hrca.on.ca. If the location is on Conservation Halton lands please report it to Brenda VR (ect 282) and Bill Gaines in forestry (Ext 261). 
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Hogweed Leaf, from 16 Mile Creek             Hogweed Seedhead, from 16 Mile 



Photos by Brenda Van Ryswyk Taken in Lions Valley park
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Specimen was taken to RBG and confirmed by Carl Rothfels



Full plant, in Massachusetts

Source: http://massnrc.org/pests/pestFAQsheets/hogweed.html
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Source: http://massnrc.org/pests/pestFAQsheets/hogweed.html 
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Hogweed in a garden near Bronte Creek. Photo by Brenda Van Ryswyk

Resources: 

http://weeds.cas.psu.edu/hogweed.pdf
http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/lands/weeds/hogweed.htm
http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/lands/weeds/pdf/hogweed-control.pdf
http://massnrc.org/pests/pestFAQsheets/hogweed.html
http://www.mass.gov/agr/pestalert/giant_hogweed_photos.htm
