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ASK THE MASTER GARDENER – The secrets behind container planting
Question:
How can I create the wonderful container plantings I always see in 


magazines?
The key to planting containers is the combination or plants to fill them.
The first step is to choose the focal point which is usually a tall upright plant with colourful foliage, an intriguing shape, or dramatic flowers for all season.  Some examples are Canna tropicanna,  or pretoria,  purple foundation grass, or New Zealand flax.  Place this in the centre of the pot if it is to be viewed from all sides, or at the back if the pot is to be displayed in a corner or against a wall or a fence.

Next you will need fillers – billowy, more finely textured plants that surround the focal point and weave through the container.   These should be about one-third to two-thirds the size of the focal point.  The colours may be monochromatic or complementary to the main plant.  You might choose begonias, coleus, dusty miller, heliotropes, lantanas, or trailing petunias.

Last are the plants which will spill over the sides of the container to soften the edges.  They may echo or contrast with other plants in the pot by shape, colour, or texture.   Look at bacopas, golden creeping Jenny, sweet potatoe vine, nasturtiums or licorice plant (helichrysum) to fill this role.
[image: image1.png]The key to planting containers is the combination of plants to fill
them.





Be sure to fertilize your container regularly , as often as weekly to maintain maximum bloom.  And don’t let it dry out, another reason for less than spectacular results.  If the container is located in direct sun with frequent wind, it may even need watering twice daily during a typical Oakville summer dry spell. 
