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By Claudette Sims, Halton Master Gardener
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caring for your tools on our website.

Perennials — Divide & transplant overgrown fall
blooming perennials on an overcast day before
they fully emerge. Check this extensive
spreadsheet of individual perennials for when
and how to divide them. Add wire
supports/stakes around tall perennials as they
grow.

Veggies — Tomato seedlings can be
transitioned to the garden slowly, starting with a

sheltered location, from 1-2 hours on day 1, and

increasing each day to full sun. Plant in the
garden when they're about 6” high (15 cm)
when all danger of frost is past. Plant deeply,
right up to the bottom leaves. Transplant tender
seedlings like cucumbers, eggplant, peppers
once the soil has warmed up and the daytime
temperatures are consistently above 18°C
(65°F). Corn needs warm soil to germinate.
Sow corn seeds when oak leaves are the size
of a squirrel’'s ear!

Trees — Stop pruning oak trees to prevent
deadly oak wilt disease. Inspect all trees for
scale, fungus or other disease. Add traps or
barrier bands around trees to trap spongy moth
caterpillars which emerge from April to June.

Spongy Moth Life Cycle
Michigan State University

Tree skirt at the Royal Botanical Gardens

Learn more at this webinar. My presentation starts at 15:30!

[ ] Lawn — Early to mid-May is a great time to

revive your lawn, especially if it is looking thin
and weak. Over-seed, especially in thin areas
and then top dress with a %2 inch (2 cm) of fine
textured compost/manure. Choose a grass
seed or mixture that suits your light conditions.
Areas with moss may indicate soil has been
compacted and nutrient level is likely low.
Consider embracing_the moss and allowing it to
grow, or transition that area to a non-invasive
groundcover or garden bed with plants suited
to the existing conditions.

Roses - Check this informative blog about
caring_for roses from the RBG. You can prune
roses just as the new growth is showing. Here's
an introductory video to show you how.
Consider adding some companion plants near
your roses to attract beneficial insects which
will control pests: Butterfly Milkweed, dill,
fennel, Golden Alexanders, ‘Fireworks’
Goldenrod (Solidago rugosa), Dotted Mint.

Bulbs — Deadhead spent spring bulbs like
tulips and daffodils, but leave foliage intact until
it has died back. Tender bulbs like dahlias,
gladiolus and calla lilies can be safely added to
your garden (or containers) after your last frost
date. If you've started them indoors to get a
jumpstart on growth, make sure to gradually
bring them out for a few hours a day for several
days to help get them acclimated before

-

planting them in the ground.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Id7RCS_yTX4
https://haltonmastergardeners.com/2020/05/14/the-cutting-edge-getting-tools-ready-for-the-season/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Sv07afJ8jz9h_CGA_NNdjuFcaV83BUXtT2uIsYUsNdI/edit?gid=1250055917#gid=1250055917
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Sv07afJ8jz9h_CGA_NNdjuFcaV83BUXtT2uIsYUsNdI/edit?gid=1250055917#gid=1250055917
https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/invasive-species/meet-the-species/invasive-pathogens/oak-wilt/
https://extension.umn.edu/solve-problem/plant-diseases#tree-and-shrub-diseases-1872363
https://extension.illinois.edu/lawns/preparing-your-lawn
https://extension.illinois.edu/lawns/preparing-your-lawn
https://www.uvm.edu/news/extension/embracing-moss
https://www.inournature.ca/native-groundcovers
https://www.inournature.ca/native-groundcovers
https://www.rbg.ca/caring-for-roses/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BN3G-wpWtFY
https://www.inournature.ca/milkweeds-for-ontario-gardens#:~:text=Butterfly%20Milkweed%20is%20one%20of,tolerant%20native%20plants%20we%20have.
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/prairie/plantx/gld_alexanderx.htm#:~:text=Faunal%20Associations%3A%20The%20flowers%20are,the%20oligolege%2C%20Andrena%20ziziae).
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/fireworks-goldenrod-solidago-rugosa/
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/fireworks-goldenrod-solidago-rugosa/
https://www.inournature.ca/boulevard-gardens#dottedmint
https://www.thedahliaexpert.ca/how-to-grow-dahlias#:~:text=Dahlias%20do%20not%20like%20mulch,(1.5%2D2ft)%20apart
https://www.almanac.com/plant/gladiolus
https://www.gardendesign.com/flowers/calla-lilies.html
https://www.rbg.ca/spongy-moth-management/#:~:text=What%20can%20I%20do%20to,the%20caterpillars%20won't%20emerge.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Id7RCS_yTX4
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/spongy-moth-basics

